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1 communities. 

2 And I usually like to say that koa -- koa is 
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kind of a gift to the Hawaiians. When the Hawaiians 

came heret they probably were coming on canoes from 

Tahiti made out of breadfruit and similar thingst 

but when they got heret they switched over to koa. 

Koa -- the nearest relative of koa is in Australia. 

Somehow it crossed all across the Pacific and it 

didn't leave any relatives. And its quick growth 

ratet it's completely responsible for this 

restoration effort. You knowt it's -- if we didn't 

have a species like koat we wouldn't be attempting 

such a thing. The next species down is ohiat 

and ohia is a very slow grower. So without koa to 

kind of lead the way as being kind of almost like a 

warrior speciest which is exactly what its Hawaiian 

name meanst you knowt koat warrior t without it going 

up front to be that for the ecosystemt we wouldn't 

even be attempting such a thing like this. 

And this slide just shows nitrogen fixation. 

Nitrogen is one of those things that it's in --

every breath we take is composed of nitrogent but 

plants can't use it in the form that it iSt but 

these little bacteriat these that live in these 

little koa roots heret these nodulest fix 
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1 grab it right out of the air and they make it so 
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plants can use it. That's why plants in nature 

rarely look -- no one fertilizes them, but they 

look -- they look perfectly healthy, and that's 

because of nitrogen fixers and the processing of 

nitrogen through the ecosystem. 

So basically what do you get when you 

reforest a treeless landscape? You get increased 

fog interception, because remember these are dry 

areas, so a lot of it is foggy areas, so you're 

basically catching the fog like they did on Lanai. 

And then you're making it so the water just doesn't 

run off the slope and basically kill reef too. So 

you're -- basically you're moderating the 

precipitation runoff. You're reducing erosion, and 

by forming trees you're increasing the leaf litter 

and you're enhancing soil fertility. And in the 

case of koa, you get increased nitrogen, increased 

acidity, and hydraulic lift. 

And I won't focus on this too much, just to 

save you all time, but there's something that's 

recently been shown, hydraulic lift, which is the 

idea of in dry areas trees actually lift water out 

of the ground. It's mostly been studied in plants 

like sugar maples, and when sugar maples were 
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1 studied it showed that one 40-foot tall sugar maple 

2 delivers about 40 to 60 gallons of water per night 

3 to the plants, and that when -- if you're a plant 

4 and you're growing right here, almost all your water 
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that you're using is from way down here. And if 

you're growing out away from the plant, almo~t all 

the water that you're using is rainfall. So people 

out in Kanaio know this already. If you have a 

tree, it seems really wet under the tree, and that's 

because of the effect of hydraulic lift. 

And so the question how much more water could 

intact koa produce -- koa forests produce on leeward 

Haleakala? And then doing some very simple math, 

that if you have room for 17,000 koa trees in a 

square mile, and if you use the maple tree formula 

of 50 gallons per night as a guide, a square" mile of 

koa forest can transfer 870 -- 871,000 gallons of 

water per night from deep soil region -- this is 

places where the water is perched, on perched 

pieces are basically on lava that's catching the 

water but otherwise not ,letting it go down. To me, 

in times now when everybody's focused on water and 

potable water and sources of water, it just seems to 

me a really wise thing to do to at least conserve 

your regional water aquifers. 
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And this is also shown by the archeological 

evidence. This is a brand new paper out by Patrick 

Kirch and some co-authors. He's the pre kind of 

the preeminent archeologist in the Hawaiian islands. 

And he basically says this -- I'll go through this 

really quickly. It's just he's saying that there's 

so many sites out in the Kahikinui region, even 

though it seems very arid, it's likely that there 

was a lot more water out there and that the water, 

even though long-term reductions in rainfall cannot 

be ruled out as a factor in this, that deforestation 

and loss of fog drip recharge are obvious and 

more -- are immediate concerns for the recent loss 

of perennial water in Kahikinui, Maui. 

And then Handy and Handy, much older, where 

they said that the Hawaiian·s living along the coast 

in Kahikinui -- and Handy and Handy, when they did 

this, they were the people who in the '40s went 

around and talked to all the last living 

communicants, they called them, the last living old 

time kamaaina people, and those people in the 

Kahikinui, Kaupo, Kanaio area all said that the 

forest came down much lower qnd the rainfall was 

much plentiful in the old days. 

And then from 'Olelo No'eau, what the 
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1 Hawaiians already knew, which is rain follows the 

2 forest, Hahai no ka ua I ka ulula'au. 
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So what's the value of a watershed? And 

University of Hawaii Economic Research Organization 

tried to put a value on Oahu's Koolau watershed, 

which is a much smaller watershed, and they came up 

with 4.6 to 8.5 billion if deforestation was to 

occur. And I guess what I would say is that we can 

bring back leeward Haleakala watershed for much, 

much less than that. And because birds are 

involved, Federal -- Federal monies can be used as 

part of the monies to bring this back. I don't 

think it should be put on the Maui County, but I do 

think that the people -- the people of Maui and the 

County of Maui would benefit substantially from 

this. 

Much of what we know from -- so can we bring 

back the koa forests of leeward Haleakala? And a 

lot of what we know is based on Hakalau on the Big 

Island. At Hakalau they started by -- they 

basically disc an area. They planting all these 

areas to -- to replant these areas. So this is , 

discing in 1989, and the next shot you're seeing 

eight-year-old koa keiki, and after eight years they 

start to produce their own seed. And then more of a 
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landscape shot. You can see these -- these strips 

where they've basically run a tractor and then 

planted in its wake, and these are, you know, eight-

to 12-year-old koa keiki. And they're now starting 

to produce seeds and they're naturally having 

babies. And then standing back a little more, 

they're basically patching together the forest. 

But a lot of koa is -- I don't think we have 

to -- a key consideration here is you don't have to 

plant koa to get it back. The seeds probably last 

for 50 or 100 years, and so natural reproduction of 

koa I mean a lot of people know this, a lot of 

farmers know this, is that if you just -- if you 

just even scrape the ground, you're going to get koa 

coming up. So this is natural reproductj:on 1992, and 

then six years 1ater. These are six-year-old -- or 

probably some of these are like eight-year-old keiki 

koa, and you can see the older -- the old tree, the 

parent tree is dyiqg, but it's being replaced now. 

So kind of a synopsis of the Hakalau koa 

program is that they've reforested 5,000 acres, that 

ten-year-old trees are now 25 feet tall, two to 

three feet a year. They start producing a seed 

seven to eight years after outplanting. 

The important thing about the Leeward 
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1 Haleakala Partnership is that it doesn't have a lot 

2 of the forest weeds that are complicating rain 
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forest restoration, like Miconia. There isn't any 

Miconia on the south side, and if it can be kept 

out, there's a really unique opportunity here to 

pring back native forest into perpetuity. 

Same thing with waiwi. Many people -- you 

know, I grew up with waiwi and eating it and kind of 

making jam, but it really -- this is it in a koa 

forest on Haleakala in Kipahulu, and in many areas 

it's completely smothered out the keiki so that 

sometimes when you fly over the Kipahulu Forest, you 

see this really seemingly healthy canopy of green 

koa, but if you kind of look underneath, you're 

going to see a much darker green, and that's waiwi. 

And if you landed a helicopter and you go walk 

around, you see trees that are as big around as one 

of these desks of koa, but then they're surrounded 

by thousands and thousands of waiwi and there's no 

keiki of koa coming up. 

So sometimes what I tell people is if a 

hurricane was -- a hurricane just passed by here, if 

one was to swing north one of these times and 

basically run over Haleakala, a lot of these koa 

would be gone and probably they would never come 
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back in these waiwi zones. r 

Just for the partnership in general, not for 

the Nu'u piece, but for the whole partnership, what 

we're telling people is that you can gather from 

healthy forest. And this I think is where life 

style comes in and a little bit more of the economic 

possibility, and I'll kind of jump ahead here. Koa 

represents -- almost all of this is from the Big 

Island now, but it's 90 percent of Hawaii's $30 

million timber industry. That's $27 million a year, 

and Maui gets almost none of that. A 25-year-old 

koa tree is worth about $7,000, or $6,750. This is 

a very conservative estimate. I think we're now 

starting to understand the genetics of plants like 

this, too, and hopefully -- at least it's my hope 

that we'll understand the genetics of curliness, you 

know, the curly koa so that we'll be able to produce 

much more curly koa. 

I think there a lot of potential funding 

sources. Just getting back to that last -- can I 

just go back there just for a second, Rob? Just 

that I really think this is an important thing, is 

that if we started to if we had a -~ if we were 

protecting koa today, in 25 or 30 years we would 

starting to be harvesting koa in large numbers. 
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If we had a koa mill on the island l to mel 

just the -- just the economic gain that would happen 

on Maui l first of alII it would do my -- it woul~ do 

my heart good to see jobs for local people in 

forestrYI really responsible jobs in forestry where 

people went out and harvested from healthy forest 

and planted in healthy forest and people could 

really say I work for forestry and we're harvesting 

koa. We're doing it in a really sustainable waYI 

and that I usually think ukulele l furniture, hair 

barrettes l everything. 

I know there's a lot of -- when tourists come 

here l a lot of times they're look for something to 

buy from Hawaii l but they kind of watch their money 

tOOl and I really just think that koa is an 

opportunity to bring -- it's certainly one of the 

finest -- if you looked at all the hardwoods in the 

world l it's in the top 100 1 and it's kind of a giftl 

if you ask mel to the Hawaiian people that maybe 

we're not capitalizing on now. And as far as -- for 

mel jobs for local people l jobs in the milll jobs in 

the forest l that it I just thinkl to mel that's a 

vision that I think we all share here. 

And there's people out there who have money I 

I thinkl and these are -- some of these are small 
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, 
timers, but othe~ of these are very large. I think 

the Fish and Wildlife Service is interested in this 

project and would give us a lot of money, and I 

think they've gone with the concept of you can 

harvest from healthy ecosystems. So this is not 

all -- you know, even though -- I think eco-tourism 

could be a part of this. This is not a forest that 

I think that we once we restore, we have hands 

off of. It's a forest for people to enjoy too and 

for people to profit from. 

And that's kind of where the Campbell piece 

comes in. This is the Campbell lands, and this is 

the -- we think we're almost sure that koa is 

restorabl~ between 3,500 and 6,500 feet, so this is 

the koa band coming across the Nu'u property. This 

property goes all the way down to the makai. And I 

don't think I have any slides here showing all the 

makai area, but it goes all the way down to Nu'u 

the Nu'u pond area, and tremendous archeological 

stuff, just, to me, really helps -- that side of 

Maui doesn't really have a focus now, but if there 

was a national park down there with kind of 

regulated camping, it's right next to -- the Nu'u 

property comes into a place called Plenty Kiawe, 

where a lot of people go ulua fishing, and it 
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1 would -- it would really form a recreational area 

2 down there and would really helpr to me, kind of a 

3 low side for southern Maui. 

4 And then the fencing r if there was fencing 

5 that was going to happenr it could come along this 
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way. This is Waoala stream bed and Hawelewele r and 

so it would probably have to come down a little bit 

to come through here r but all this -- all this area 

could be fenced relatively efficiently. 

And the two landowners come together r the 

State of Hawaii and Campbell Estate r which if it 

became the National Park would form something which 

I'm calling the biological corer and that would just 

be mainly -- for the idea of kind of to protect the 

,endangered species r plants r and birds 6f the south 

slope of Haleakala. And above 3 r 500 feet r that 

means about 6 r OOO acres of primary reserve r 

including things like this Clermontia lindseyana r 

oha r or ohawai r but also six endangered bird species 

and 15 endangered plant species. 

So in -- just in conclusion r and the 

important I've given -- I guess I've given you a 

framework to understand why Nu'u is so important. 

Because if Nu'u is -- goes to the National Park r 

every landowner between Kaupo and Ulupalakua and 
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1 even more all the way over to Makawao is really in 

2 favor of this whole proposition, so now we have 
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every landowner on board. Basically it's that we're 

gifted with suitable soils, climate, and elevation, 

and even though it's currently largely deforested, 

about 5 percent of the forest left, it represents a 

nearly unique opportunity in the State to restore 

the koa forest. 

And that it's four primary benefits. I won't 

dwell on them, but I'll go through them quickly. 

The value as watershed forest, and for me, the 

bottom is this, is that all these things increase 

fog interception, and the retention of well waters, 

together with hydraulic lift, will recharge stressed 

aquifers protecting and enhancing regional water 

resources. 

And their value as regions of cultural 

significance. Koa provides a source material for 

one of the most important symbols of our Hawaiian 

culture, the canoe. Without sound management, the 

koa trees that -- there have been three or four 

gathered in the last couple of years -- that have 

been gathered today and in the near futur~ are the 

last trees that will ever be gathered except from 

tree farms on Maui. And sustainable use of 
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1 renewable resources from healthy managed forests is 

2 an important goal of the partnership. 
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And then the value of silviculture. Once 

again, it's one of the world's finest hardwoods and 

I really -- I think the key words here are rural 

life styles and economic diversification of Maui's 

economy. 

And then the value as biological reserves is 

that the birds on north side of Haleakala are kind 

of in trouble and the plants on south side of 

Haleakala, this is their only place. Without them, 

they're going to be gone forever. 

And this is the partnership area kind of with 

the -- showing the band of koa forest that is -- I 

think most biologists here agree is kind of a dunk 

shot. As one biologist said to me, if you build a 

fence in this area, you're not going to be able to 

stop the koa forest from coming back. 

And then I'd also like to finish with Rene 

Sylva's -- when we talked about this project in the 

beginning trying to protect koa forests. 

"Mo'betta we try something, we already know what 

happens when we try nothing." 

Thank you very much for your time. I really 

appreciate your time, you guys. 
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1 CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Art. We're really 

2 grateful that you did this presentation, We're 

3 going to take a brief recess and then we can put up 

4 the screen .. Recess. (Gavel) . 

5 RECESS: 2:15 p.m. 

6 RECONVENE: 2: 17 p.m. 

7 CHAIR JOHNSON: (Gavel) The Parks and Agriculture 

8 Committee meeting will reconvene. Mr. Carroll had 

9 to leave for an appointment, but we have still 

10 Mr. Medeiros with us and also Councilmembers 

11 Pontanilla and Tavares. Are there any questions 

12 that you haq of Mr. Medeiros to I guess find out 

13 what we can do to really help and what are the other 

14 things that the wider community, since this is going 

15 out on Akaku, what they can do to help? Maybe you'd 

16 just like to expound on that, what can we do to 

17 really make this a reality? I know we passed the 

18 resolution, but if you have any suggestions or phone 

19 numbers or people to contact, I think that would be 

20 helpful. 

21 MR. MEDEIROS: I gu.ess the main thing that I think that 

22 

23 

24 

25 

we're asking right now is probably the support of 

the Maui community, and then more pointedly I think 

we're trying to get a coordinator for the Leeward 

Haleakala Partnership to basically facilitate this 
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and kind of a small staffing. So I think we're 

looking at an 18-month window, and we're probably 

looking for around $120,000 and applying for grants 

and looking for multiple sburces. 

I would -- I'm hoping that we could come to 

you in the future and ask for modest amounts of 

money. I realize that we're all -- you know, you're 

asked by a lot of people for money. I would like 

the County of Maui to be a contributor almost just 

because I think this is such a progressive Council, 

-you know, and I think they really understand that 

we're at a turning point here on Maui where we're 
, 

kind of deciding what kind-of Maui we're leaving for 

people. 

And so I'm trying to keep all -- everything 

modest right now, but I'm -- but with a high -- kind 

of high bang for buck, but we are trying to get 

someone to ramrod, force this beyond myself, just 

trying to get staffing up. So we're looking at an 

18-months window. I think we're looking at 

$120,000. I think we're looking for the support of 

the community in general. Eventually I think 

there's going to be projects. 

I really -- you know, to me, it's not a 

forest unless people' really get involved with it. 
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1 So just ~- we're going to need to plant koa l and I 

2 would really like to see the local high schools 

3 involved with this l because to me that makes it more 

4 than -- you know I I remember the things that I did 

5 when I was in high school really affected mel and so 

6 if we could get kids from Maui High and Kamehameha 

7 Schools and Baldwin to go up into these areas and 

8 plant --

9 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: King K. 

10 MR. MEDEIROS: King K, thank you very much l Charmaine. I 
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just think that they would remember itl they would 

never forget itl and it would connect them to the 

forest in a way and when -- when they're at a koa 

desk or something like this they can really feel 

that l wOW I heYI this is something I'm proud of. 

This is something that we produced. It was all 

good. Jobs came out of it. 

I think this is -- you know l somebody told me 

don't use the expression win~win. It's not en vogue 

anymore I but this can be a win-win I everywhere from 

water to culture to eco-tourism to biology. So I 

think but right now what do we need to do? I 

think we need to work together as a community. We 

need to get moderate modest levels of funding 

and -- and right now we also are looking forI how 
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1 can I say this/ people with larger amounts of money 

2 to help us bridge this deal from Campbell over to 

3 the National Park. 

4 Because right now currently the National Park 

5 lacks the immediate funding. And so I'm looking --

6 we're looking for bridge people for bridge buyers/ 

7 you know/ with fair chunks of money to help us that 

8 will eventually be paid back to them by the Park 

9 Service/ but right now the Park Service doesn't have 

10 the money. I don't think we'll get into the 

11 Congressional budget before like FY '05/ FY '06/ 

12 just -- but-- that's in kind of a delicate stage in 

13 negotiations now, but that's the direction that 

14 we're going. 

15 CHAIR JOHNSON: Did,you have any questions? 

16 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: I got one. 

17 CHAIR JOHNSON: Councilmember Pontanilla. 

18 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you/ Chair. 

19 Art/ in regards to/ you know/ planting the 

20 seeds / 'do you have like a timetable as far as doing 

21 the actual work? 

22 MR. MEDEIROS: Well/ you have to have the area protected 

23 

24 

25 

first from animals/ or the animals are just going to 

walk up the line. And so I think that we're looking 

at in probably -- in three years or so we could 
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1 start planting. That's my assessment. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: So the fencing is the first 

3 priority? 

4 MR. MEDEIROS: Fencing is first priority, or the animals 

5 will -- koa is a as many of the ~owboys say[ 

6 koa's ice cream to them. And so they'll walk --

7 they'll ignore the grass[ walk right up the line[ 

8 and eat all the koa. It's a nitrogen fixer[ which 

9 means also it's highly nutritious for them[ and so 

10 you kind of have to protect the areas first from 

11 from mainly goats[ goats and cattle is the main 

12 ones. And then after that it would be 20[ 25 years 

13 until there's harvestable trees. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Deer? 

15 MR. MEDEIROS:' Deer are a big problem[ and they're only 

16 starting -- now starting to move into those forests. 

17 Up until a few years ago we didn't know of any deer 

18 in those fores~s[ and now if you go out early in the 

19 morning you can hear them barking. Deer are 

20 spreading all around the island. Deer is something 

21 to be reckoned with from now on on Maui. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: So have you started doing the 

23 fencing 

24 MR. MEDEIROS: Right now I think we're just --

25 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: -- or in the process? 
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1 MR. MEDEIROS: No. We just signed in June, so we're just 

2 trying to move ahead. We don't have a coordinator. 

3 We're looking for some talented young person who 

4 wants to be a coordinator, but they have to bring a 

5 lot of gifts and a lot of energy, but, you know, 

6 they can always contact me. I'm acm@aloha.net or 

7 572-4471, but we are looking for modest levels of 

8 funding right now, or even larger levels of funding, 

9 and young people. And I would -- you know, I 

10 would I think this is a really good job for 

11 local for local people. I think, you know, it 

12 I say this to some people, is that I kind of get 

13 frustrated sometimes because the most talented 

14 people on Maui think that they have to move off Maui 

15 to get jobs, and I don't think that, you know, Maui 

16 being such a gifted place in terms of it,s soil and 

17 its biology and its culture, that just -- that 

18 upsets me a little bit, that we have to lose our 

19 best young people, and so this is one way I do think 

20 that we can kind of enrich -- enrich our local 

21 economy while doing everything else, the biology and 

22 the culture justice. Thank you. 

23 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thanks. 

24 CHAIR JOHNSON: Councilmember Tavares, did you have any 

25 questions? 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. When you talked about 

2 funding, bridge funding or whatever, I mean what 

3 kind of money are you talking about there? 

4 MR. MEDEIROS: The asking price for the parcel is 3.6 

5 million. 

6 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: 3.6. How many acres is it? 

7 MR. MEDEIROS: It's about 7,000 acres. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: 7,000 acres? 

9 MR. MEDEIROS: Yeah, it's a bargain, if you ask me. I 

10 mean, it's -- 3.6 is a lot of money, but, there are 

11 lots in Makena that are near 3.6 and I don't think 

12 you're getting an ahupua'a that goes from the 

13 National Park all the way to the sea. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, a quarter of an acre for 

15 3.6, maybe. 

16 MR. MEDEIROS: Yeah, so for me it is -- I think Dale Bonar 

17 said it, but it's the bargain -- it's the bargain of 

18 the century. I don't think there's -- a parcel this 

19 size will ever be that price again ever on Maui. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, thank you very much for your 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

presentation. I think that it made a lot of points 

about what the benefits are for the forest. Even if 

there never was one there before, we need one now, 

I mean, we needed it, and I think when we saw -- and 

I did go up one time with the helicopter when they 
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1 did the first East Maui one, and you could see the 

2 devastation of the forest caused by the goats and 

3 the pigs in the upper -- the upper elevation areas, 

4 and just you know, you can just follow the path. 

5 In fact, there was a bunch of goats running around 

6 as we were in the helicopter. 

7 It's quite it was very impressive to see 

8 what could have been or what should be, and I think 

9 ,that a lot of what you were saying about the water 

10 and how you know, when it draws up the water to 

11 support other plant life, not just the trees 

12 themselves, makes the point for -- you know, I guess 

13 the tropicalness sometimes, that we expect to see at 

14 least the forest. I know how impressed I am when 

15 I'm on the mainland and I can go through an old 

16 growth redwood forest. I mean, it's amazing, and 

17 the kind of life that it supports. And, you know, 

18 we should be doing whatever we can to restore the 

19 forests all around there. And I thank you for your 

20 work in this area. 

21 MR. MEDEIROS: Thank you very much. You're welcome. And 

22 

23 

24 

25 

thank you very much. You know, speaking 

holistically, I think there a lot of hunters out 

there who have issues with some of this stuff, but I 

would have to say that I'm also you know, I come 
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1 from a family of hunters and I -- there -- I'm 

2 always going to fight for their -- there will be a 

3 place to be hunting, just perhaps not in .certain key 

4 watershed areas, but there should be enough here 

5 that we can work together to make a plan. I'm going 

6 to fight for the rights of hunters as well as for 

7 biology. 

8 To me it is a win-win. It's not a -- you 

9 know, that's a part of local life style, and I'm 

10 going to try and support it, but I just think that 

11 we can make a good deal for everybody here if we 

12 just -- and it doesn't have to cost the people of 

13 Maui. I mean, we can bring funding into Maui. I'd 

14 also say one of my goals, you know, is to try and 

15 bring as much money into Maui as we can to allow 

16 Maui people to do the right thing. So thank you 

17 very much, Councilperson Tavares. 

18 CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Art, one of the questions that 

19 I had was in regard to letters to the National Park 

20 Service or possibly our Senators and Congressmen at 

21 the Federal level. Would it be important for our 

22 citizens to begin a letter-writing campaign to 

23 support this effort? 

24 MR. MEDEIROS: I think it would be critically important. 

25 CHAIR JOHNSON: So both Senator Inouye, Akaka 
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1 MR. MEDEIROS: Case. 

2 CHAIR JOHNSON: -- Representative Ed Case. 

3 MR. MEDEIROS: Yes, I think they would all be -- as well 

4 as the National Park Service. Every letter would be 

5 xeally -- would be really heard and listened to. I 

6 think they all know of it, but the power of the 

7 people isn't to be understated. I think a letter 

8 received into their offices, any of those people, 

9 would be very, very strongly looked at. So if 

10 somebody is -- if somebody is watching this and 

11 saying how can I do something, you know, or I think 

12 this is something that we should work for, I mean if 

13 they picked up a pen and wrote a letter or e-mailed 

14 something or faxed something, 'I heard -- I hear a 

15 fax is really 'a good way to get something across, 
", 

16 that would be of critical importance, especially 

17 perhaps at this time because we probably have a 

18 window of six months before they start looking at 

19 FY -- I think it's FY '05, FY '06, forgive me, but 

20 this is the critical window now where they're kind 

21 of finishing off old business and looking at new 

22 business. And so this is the time. 

23 CHAIR JOHNSON: If you would also give your e-mail 'again, 

24 

25 

I think it's really critical for· us to have some way 

that the public can contact you so that -- sometimes 
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1 people have a little difficulty writing letters of 

2 support, but I think because the Council has passed 

3 .this resolution, it's really important for us to 

4 know what we can do not )ust in this Committ'ee but 

5 as citizens in support of this. So can you state 

6 your e-mail address again? 

7 MR. MEDEIROS: Sure. I'm Art Medeiros, and my e-mail is 

8 acm@aloha.net. 

9 CHAIR JOHNSON: So acm@aloha.net. 

10 MR. MEDEIROS: Absolutely. 

11 CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. And give us your phone number. 

12 MR. MEDEIROS: It's 572-4471. 

13 CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you very much. I would also 

14 like to thank the Mayor's representative, Mr. Rob 

15 Parsons, who's Environmental Coordinator, for also 

16 assisting Art today when we had our little technical 

17 difficulty. 

18 MR. MEDEIROS: Not only today, but Rob and the Mayor have 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

been really· supportive of this whole thing and 

really reached out and really helped us on a number 

of fronts. So, you know, Rob Parsons and the Mayor 

really deserve our thanks in this, but I really view 

this as something where, you know, if Maui can't 

pull this together, I don't know if any other island 

can, you know, because Maui still has a sense of 
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1 cohesion that I think perhaps -- I don't want to put 

2 down other islands, but is perhaps lacking on other 

3 islands, and so -- but Maui can lead the way here. 

4 And if -- and I always -- I used -- I always say if 

5 Maui can do it, then other islands will want to 

6 follow us. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIR JOHNSON: I really thank you, Art, too. I think 

that one of the things that's so important for all 

of us to remember is that we're stewards, really, of 

the land. Many of the efforts that are beginning 

today, the fruition will not really be seen until 

long after we're gone. So I think it is really 

important, and particularly this Committee, Parks 

and Agriculture, these are two subjects that are 

near and dear to all of our hearts. 

But I think so many times people also forget 

that as a Council one of the things that we can 

do - - and I. know that Councilmember Tavares will 

really appreciate this, having been an educator, 

this is something that is really critical, is to 

educate the public about what opportunities exist, 

but also the importance and the significance of 

preserving these areas, not just for ourselves, but 

for future generations, and also looking at the 

economic benefit. And perhaps we wouldn't be having 
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1 the water discussions that we're having and all of 

2 the controversy and difficulty that we're having had 

3 people in the past realized that this was so 

4 important. 

5 But I want to thank you very much, and I 

6 thank you, Mr. Cummings, also, for coming today and 

7 for Mr. Buck for giving his support. 

8 So is there anything further, Staff, that we 

9 have to do other than just simply file this 

10 communication? May I have a motion, then, to file 

11 this communication? 

12 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So moved. 

13 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: ,Second. 

14 CHAIR JOHNSON: It's been moved and seconded to file the 

15 communication. All those in favor, please say 

16 "aye." 

17 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

18 CijAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes aye. 

19 VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Pontanilla and 
Tavares and Chair Johnson. 

20 NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 

21 EXC. : 

22 
MOTION CARRIED. 

23 
ACTION: 

24 

None. 
None. 
Councilmember Molina and Vice-Chair 
Carroll. 

FILING of communication. 

25 ,CHAIR JOHNSON: We have a bare quorum, but I'm hoping that 
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1 this message will be shown many times on Akaku so 

2 that people in the community can realize that each 

3 one of us has a role that we can playas individuals 

4 in making this a really wonderful success story and 

5 in helping to preserve this beautiful island for not 

6 just ourselves r not just for now r but for the 

7 future. 

8 So I thank you very much r Art. I really 'hope 

9 that people will contact you and that our resolution 

10 does make a difference. And if there are items that 

11 do come UPr such as support that you need in the 

12 budgetr I'm sure that if you just simply contact 

13 either Mr. Parsons or the Mayor or ourselves r we 

14 will be happy to support these kinds of efforts. So 

15 thank you very much. 
, 

16 MR. MEDEIROS: You're very welcomer and thank you for the 

17 opportunity and sharing your time here today. 

18 Thank -- I really -- I really do appreciate that. 

19 Thank you very much. 

.20 CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank your and mahalo. And with th(itr 

21 ,this meeting is adjourned. (Gavel) . 

22 ADJOURN: 2: 31 p.m. 

23 

24 

25 
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